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uncommon thing in the land ; still, it is not often that you
find one so odoriferous as to awake the peaceful slumberer
in mid-stream !
Somewhat lower, the lesser Zab joins the Tigris, descending
from a city that we visited at one period of our wanderings
in the land, and of which we include a picture.
This is Kirkuk, a town which contains, in its present
name, one of the few memorials of the old Seleucid rulers.
It is a contraction of " Karka d'Bait Seluk," the " Citadel
of the house of Seleucus." As a city, it is far older than the
kingdoms of Alexander's successors, for it stands on one of
the largest and most ancient of "tels " ; and the traveller
may " acquire merit " by visiting the mosque where are
the tombs of Shadrach and. Abednego. Meshach, the
guide will tell you, is there too, but the site of his grave has
unfortunately been forgotten.
The mosque of the picture, however, is not that of the
tombs, but the tekke, or hermitage where dwelt the most
famous character of modern Kirkuk. This was a Kurdish
Sheikh of such surpassing sanctity and zeal for Islam, that
Abdul Hamid used to correspond with him in a private
cipher; and was accustomed to ask by telegraph for his
prayers, whenever he was meditating anything exceptionally
black.
Normally, the banks of the'river are high, or at least
appear so in autumn. No doubt the river is often bank full
in springtime when the snows are melting, and its pace is
then materially faster. Generally the only feature on the
shores are the primitive irrigating machines, the *' sakkiyehs"
a type that cannot have altered very much since the days
of Abraham. They consist of nothing but pits sunk in
the high bank down to water-level, and communicating
with the stream, so that there is always water in them. A
skin bucket is lowered into the pit and dragged up again
by a cord passing over a pulley ; and an ox walking to and
fro on an inclined plane supplies the motive power.
Two or three days below Mosul the river passes by one
point of great interest; the mounds of Kala Shargat, once
Assur, the sacred city of Assyria. These are now being